


Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, I would like to thank H.E. Ms. Eugenia Maria Casar, the Controller/
Assistant Secretary-General, for introducing the report of the  Secretary General
(A/68/532) on the request for a subvention to the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of
Cambodia (ECCC). I also wish to thank Mro Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chairman of the
ACABQ, for introducing the Committee's related report.

I would also lflce to take this opportunity to highlight some background information on the
ECCC and its current situation.

The ECCC is a hybrid court where the national and foreign judges and legal officers are
working alongside each other. It became operational in 2006 and since then it has
achieved substantial progress.

In February 2012, the ECCC concluded all proceedings in Case 001 against Kaing Guek
Eav, lÿown as Duch, head of Tuol Sleng detention center, where approximately 15,000
peoples were detained, tortured and executed. Duch was found guilty of war crimes,
crimes against humanity and was sentenced to life imprisonment.

The ECCC is now conducting an even more extensive and complex case covering crimes
committed throughout the country. Case 002 has been termed the most significant case in
international legal history in that the surviving senior leaders of the Khmer Rouge regime,
the former Head of State and former President of the National Assembly and chief
ideologue, are now on trial. The successful conclusion of the trial in Case 002 /phase 01
was widely welcomed both nationally and internationally and we await the judgment of
the Trial Chamber, expected middle of 2014.

A large number of Cambodian people and foreigners have attended the judicial
proceedings in both Case 001 and 002. These proceedings also extensively reported in
national and international media. These clearly demonstrated the strong interest and
support from Cambodian people and international community for this Extraordinary
Chambers.

Mr. Chairman,

Despite many recognized achievements, the operations of the ECCC have continuously
been faced with financial crisis, especially regarding funds for payment for national staff
salaries.

The Royal Government of Cambodia is making its maximum efforts in providing both
indirect funding, including all the facilities for the Court and direct cash contribution from
the national budget. Up to the end of October 2013, in fulfillment of its commitments, the
RGC has contributed $20 million (consisting of 10.5 million in cash and 9.5 million in
kind), representing approximately 10% of the total expenditure to date of the Court. The
recent decision by the RGC to provide an additional cash contribution of $1.8 million to
fill the gap from September 2013 to the end of the year, brings Cambodia to become the
third highest donor to the Court after Japan and Australia.



It should be noted that in no other international or internationalized court has the affected
state made any substantial financial contribution. But, the Royal Government of
Cambodia's cash commitment to the ECCC from its national budget tripled from $0.6
million in 2006 to $1.8 million in 2013, exceeding the amounts allocated to the
Cambodian National Supreme Court by 257% or to its National Appeal Court by 300%.

Mr. Chairman,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the international community, especially
donor countries for their continued support and providing significant financial contribution
to both national and international components of the ECCC since the start of its operation
in 2006 to enable the Courts to conduct the judicial proceedings to date.

However, the voluntary financial contributions have dwindled to below the ECCC's
operating expenditures. The budget shortfalls have become chronic and continued through
2013. The persistent financial insecurity is likely to jeopardize the judicial proceedings
and the success of the Courts in fulfillment its mandate.

In this connection, the subvention is very vital for the effective functioning of the Courts.
Moreover, in order to secure the smooth running of the judicial proceedings the
subvention should be provided to both international and national components and should
cover salaries for all staff of national component, including judicial officials and other
personnel. Regarding the reimbursable loan to the national component, as mentioned in
the above Report of the Secretary General, the Royal Government of Cambodia is of the
view that the repayment will be made when the national component of the ECCC is fully
funded by the donors as usual.

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I would like to reiterate the critical role of the Member
States in ensuring financial stability of the Extraordinary Chambers, so that both national
and international components of the Courts can focus on their program of work and ensure
accountability for the shocking crimes perpetrated during the former Khmer Rouge
regime.

The financial failure of the Courts will let down the millions of Cambodian victims who
still live with a burning desire to see justice done, and would undermine the international
community's commitments to fighting against impunity.

I thank you.




